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ABSTRACT

This research aims at investigating marriage customs in Zanzibar and
resolving their legal status in order to show what is permissible, what is not
permissible and what is contrary to the Sharia law. Zanzibar is goup of semi-
autonomous islands in the United Republic of Tanzania consisting of various
ethnic backgrounds and customs indigenous as well as foreign, between 98%
of the population in the islands are Muslims. However, according to Islamic
Sharia, all customs are answerable to the Islamic law because the actions of
those Mukallafiin (accountable persons in Islam) are bround by the law, and
Sharia applies at all times and in all places.

The research shows the legal judgment on those customs by dividing
them into two categories:

The first section: It is about dating customs and engagement in which,
the researcher collected seven customs related to dating, engagement, paying
dowry, and the customs of counseling and educating spouses.
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The second section: It is about the customs involved during and after the
marriage. The researcher identified eight customs which are related to the
preparation of marriage, and the customs that occur in the Aqdi (taking vows)
session, and the customs that occur after the Aqdi session.

The researcher has also identified the legal status of these customs based
on the jurisprudence of the imams of the four schools of thought, without
limiting it to a specific doctrine which based on the four Islamic religion
basics i.e., Qur’an, Sunnah, Ijmaai and Qiyaasi, and other jurisprudence that
follow those basics.

The researcher started by explaining the customs as are they, then
looking at the contents of the customs and controlled them properly. He then
showed the ruling of each of them separately based on the words of the jurists
and their evidence, if the issue is stipulated for the jurists, or by adding an
appendix to it if it is stipulated by the researcher. Finally, the researcher
concludes with a summary that mentions the judgments of the customs as a
whole.

The researcher concluded that there are three types of marriage customs
in Zanzibar according to the Islamic Sharia. These are customs that are
permissible according to Sharia, mixed customs that include what is
permissible and not permissible, and customs that are contrary to Sharia. The
judgment of these customs varies according to the customs contents; because
what is considered is content of the customs and not the name of the customs.
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